Raphael Semmes, captain of the Confederate warship the CSS Alabama, August 1863.
During the Civil War, Confederate warships were a threat to ships carrying immigrat-
ing Saints across the Atlantic. The Alabama was responsible for sinking a total of sixty-
five Yankee ships, one of which had just landed severd hundred Saints safdy in New
York. Captain Semmes is pictured standing by his ship's formidable no-pounder rilled
gun. Courtesy Nava Historical Center, Washington Nava Yard. (NH 57256)



East to West through North and South:
Mormon Immigration during the Civil War

Fred E. Woods

When LDSimmigrants' on their way to Utah crossed the Atlantic Ocean
or the Eastern United States between 1861 and 1864, they encountered the
difficulties of traveling in a nation at war. Their first-person accounts paint
avivid picture of the obstacles faced by these Saints as they journeyed to
Utah during the U.S. Civil War.? The narratives aso depict an effective im-
migration system directed by Brigham Young and operated by dedicated
immigration agents and other faithful Mormons who assisted immigrants
along their journey.

U.S. Government and the Beginning of Mormon I mmigration

Some background history of the Latter-day Saints and their dedings
with the U.S. government is vitd to understanding the tide of Mormon
immigration during the early 1860s. The Saints appeals to Congress for
redress after their expulsion from Missouri had gone unheeded.® For years
fallowing their exodus from lllinois, the Saints had been generaly con-
demned by the government and general populace of the United States. The
1856 Republican platform denounced "the twin relics of barbarism," dav-
ery and polygamy—a direct attack on the Mormon practice of polygamy.
The following year, after receiving negative reports concerning the situa
tion in the Utah Territory, President James Buchanan sent twenty-five hun-
dred soldiers to install a new governor in Utah.* These unwelcome soldiers
remained in Utah until the outbreak of the Civil War, and during their say,
more tension developed between the U.S. military and the Saints”

Foreign converts learned of political conditions in Utah from Mormon
periodicals prior to their departure for the States. For example, an extract
from aletter to George Q. Cannon from Utah congressiond delegate William
Hooper appeared in the Millennial Star published in Liverpool on Janu-
ary 12,1861. Hooper reviewed his efforts in the House of Representatives to
rally support for the admittance of Utah as a state in the Union, arguing
pointedly that "we show our loyalty by trying to get in [to the Union] while
others aretrying to get out, notwithstanding our grievances."® Because Utah
had come under United States control as aterritory, the Saints were willing
to set their grievances aside in order to gain statehood, which would free
them from the strict federa government control imposed on territories,
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grant them more independence and power, and allow them to wield more
influence in Washington.

However, reminders of those hard-to-forget grievances surfaced a few
months later—Iless than a week before the Civil War broke out—in ser-
mons by members of the First Presidency delivered in the Salt Lake Taber-
nacle on April 6, 1861. For example, Second Counselor Daniel H. Wells
castigated American political leaders, "I do not think there is a more cor-
rupt government upon the face of the earth. . . . They paved the way for
their own destruction."” A week later, Brigham Young voiced his gratitude
that the Saints were in the mountains rather than in the East where the war
was taking place.?

Such statements were rooted in the Saints' belief that the Civil War was
adirect result of the nation's rejection of the gospel.® These statements also
seem to reflect the Saints' disgruntlement concerning their earlier petitions
for redress. Nearly fifteen years earlier at Winter Quarters (January 1847),
Brigham Young had received a revelation:

Thy brethren have rejected you and your testimony, even the nation [the
United States] that has driven you out; And now cometh the day of their
cdamity, even the days of sorrow, like a woman that is teken in travail; and

their sorrow shdl be great unless they spesdily repent, yea very peedily. For
they killed the prophets, and them that were sent unto them and they have shed

innocent blood which crieth from the ground againgt them. (D& C 136:34-36)

Many Mormons believed that the Civil War was a fulfillment of this prophecy.

This conviction seems to have influenced foreign converts abroad.
A Millennial Star headline published just one month &fter the war com-
menced read, "CIVIL WAR IN AMERICA—ITS IMPORTANCE AS A
WARNING TO THE SAINTS." After recounting the war's commencement
in South Carolina, the article pointed to the event as the fulfillment of
Joseph Smith's prophecy given nearly three decades earlier, which declared
that a war beginning in South Carolina would be "poured out upon al
nations."* The article then stressed that those gathered out West in Zion
"shall be the only people that shall not be at war," and those who journeyed
Zionward would be nestled "in the bosom of a vast continent, far removed
from the scene of strife, and encompassed by lofty mountains and inter-
minable deserts and plains, the country they inhabit will be but little
affected by the battles and dissensions of the outer world."**

Perhaps this account had an impact on the Saints abroad, for, in the
following year (1862), more LDS converts immigrated to America than in
any previous year."? The increase in immigration during this period may
have been also influenced by the immigration system itsdf, which had be-
come more effective. In 1863, Mormon immigration reached its highwater
mark for the Civil War vears.”
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Challenges at Sea

Perhaps because they took to heart the promise of safety in Zion and
trusted that the Lord would protect them as they traveled, the immigrants'
first expression of concern was not the fear of traveling to a country in the
midst of a bloody civil war. Instead, their accounts indicate that their first
adversity was the same as that of immigrants of every era—separation
from home and loved ones. Mary E. Fretwell Davis recalled that in June
1863, "I bid farewell to my father, brothers and sisters and sailed on the
‘Amazon' from the London docks. | felt very sad as we sailed away, to see
old England fading away out of sight, and those | loved and did not know
that | should ever see them again."** Caroline Martine Anderson, who voy-
aged across the Atlantic a year later, had similar feelings. She anguished,
"My heart isfilled with pain when | think of those that are left in Babylon,
and also that there are my relatives."*

Other challenges common to most immigrants crossing the Atlantic
were seasickness, disease, and the threat of angry storms. However, at the
time of the Civil War, there was also the additional threat of Confederate
warships. In 1864, David Coombs wrote that the captain of the General
McClellan had sailed out of his course, far north among icebergs, for fear of
meeting a Confederate ship at sea.’® Richard Crowther, who voyaged on
the same vessel, wrote that after safely crossing the Atlantic in his company
of 802 Saints, he received news that the General McClellan had been sunk
on its return voyage to Liverpool.'” It was taken down by the Confederate
warship Alabama, which would eventually sink a total of sixty-five Yankee
ships—more than any other Confederate vessel.*® The crew of the Alabama
may have taken particular notice of a ship bearing the name of a Union
general—George B. McClellan.

Less than two weeks after the General McClellan left England on its
1864 voyage, the ship Hudson, with 863 Saints aboard, had a threatening
encounter on the Atlantic. A Confederate warship pulled alongside the
Hudson to determine what kind of freight it was transporting. The sailors
aboard the warship yelled out, "Say your prayers, you Mormons, you are
al going down!"™ Fortunately, nothing came of the boastful threat. At least
two Mormon passengers aboard the Hudson reasoned that they were spared
because the passengers were from foreign countries. Charles William
Symons's recalled:

The Confederate gunboa Geor gia hailed usand brought usto astanddtill, for
be it remembered the War of the Rebdlion was now in full sway. After in-
quiries from our cagptain we were permitted to move on for they ascertained
that 1100 British subjects were on board. Consequently they had no means of
handling that many persons and the would-be prize was given up, the gun-
boat's band playing a farewell.”
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The Confederate war ship CSS Alabama. From a woodcut that appeared in the popu-
lar Harper's Weekly during the Civil War period. During this time, Confederate war-
ships posed a threat to the passenger ships carrying immigrating Saints to U.S. ports.

In spite of dangers at sea, over eleven thousand foreign converts sailed on
thirty-two known voyages to eastern American ports during the war years,
departing February 1861-June 1864.%° And indeed, not one immigrant ship
carrying Latter-day Saints was ever lost crossing the Atlantic.

Arrival at American Ports

As aresult of an 1854 decision by Brigham Y oung, the primary port of
arrival was changed from New Orleans to select eastern ports. That year,
Elder Franklin D. Richards, an LDS emigration agent in Liverpool, was in-
structed as follows:

You are awvare of the Sckness ligble to assail our unacdimated brethren on the
Mississppi river, hence wish you to ship no moreto New Orleans, but ship to
Philadelphia, Boston, and New Yark, giving preference in the order named >

However, by the commencement of the Civil War, the order of prefer-
ence had changed. Of the thirty-two vessels that took companies of Saints
across the Atlantic, none arrived through Philadelphia, three South African
voyages came to port in Boston, and the remaining twenty-nine voyages,
carrying mainly British and Scandinavian converts, first touched the Ameri-
can shore in New York, where the Castle Garden immigration depot was
located. The Mormon immigrants were well-chaperoned—priesthood
leaders saw them off at the Liverpool docks when they departed, returning
missionaries accompanied them on the trans-Atlantic voyage, and immi-
gration agents awaited them at the ports as they reached the East Coast.
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Elders Nathaniel V. Jones and Jacob Gates were assigned to posts as
immigration agents just as they were returning from missions to England.
Gates recorded that he had received word in late 1860 that he was to super-
vise immigration a Florence (North Omaha), Nebraska Territory, while
Jones was to be the firgt immigration agent assigned to New York City dur-
ing the Civil War. By February 1861, they had arrived from England at the
port of New York.?

Jones remained in New York for some timein order to assist the arriv-
ing immigrants.”® He describes the situation there in a letter to his wife,
Rebecca, on April 22, 1861, just ten days after the Civil War began, "Things
here are in avery darming condition while | am wrighting this. They are
without doubt fighting in Baltimore & Washington. They have been Sker-
mishing in the former place snce yesterday but of this you can read from
the Papers which | will Send with this"?*

Arrival at Boston. The first group of South African converts to gather
to Zion during the war selected Boston as their port. While the procedures
for dl immigrants at New Y ork's Castle Garden immigration depot are well
documented,® the immigration experience at the Boston port, which
received less LDS immigration activity, is not as familiar. Eli Wiggill, an
LDS convert who immigrated to America from South Africa, provides
an interesting account of his experience in Boston &fter he and thirty-two

o T ——— . of his compani ons (including a

?‘) > © | gmdl, Black African boy named

Gobo Fango, who was smuggled

through customs) arrived at Bos-
ton on April 19, 1861

Wiggill explained that just
before the passengers stepped on
shore "the Pilot came on board
and brought papers and dso the
news that the War had broke out
in the United States."? Wiggill in-
dicated that on arrival they were
welcomed by the locd Saints. He
noted that the Bostonians were
surprised by the color of the
South Africans skin, as they did
not know there were any white
people in Africa Wiggill also ex-
Nathaniel V. Jones. Jones was the Mormon plained that as soon &s the ship
immigration agent in New York City when  docked, the local Boston branch
the Civil War broke out. president telegraphed Nathaniel V.
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Jones for instructions on how to proceed. Jones told them to wait in Boston
until a ship of Saints came into New York, then the South Africans were to
continue on to New York before heading west.

While the Saints stayed in Boston for nearly a month, "it was all como-
tion with the Bands of Music Fife and drum and recruting parties and Flags
Flying in every direction it being the comencement of the War of 1861
between the North and the South."?” Wiggill later noted that after they
reached New York and journeyed west by train, free Black men spotted the
young Black boy traveling with the South African Saints and mistakenly
assumed he was being taken into davery. The child was therefore in danger
of being abducted. The Talbot family, who were caring for the boy, hid him
by disguising him in a girl's dress and bonnet; they had to later conceal
him under a woman's large petticoat.?®

Arrival at New York. The first ship to bring seagoing Saints to New
York during the Civil War was the Manchester. John McAllister, a passenger
aboard the Manchester in 1862, recorded in his journal that he "read to
Capt. T[rask] Joseph Smith's views on the p[o]licy and Govt. of U.S."%
This conversation seemed to have made a great impact on Captain Trask,
who three days later assembled his passengers on the quarter-deck and
addressed them: "Assembled Soldiers of Zion—assembled because you are
Mustered, if not Soldiers in reality you arc Soldiers in embryo hence you
are seed mustard. Seed of Zion, to you | would Say be strong and Stead-
fast."* In his speech, Captain Trask suggested that the Saints had a greater
mission to fight than the one going on in the States between the North and
the South. The Saints enjoyed not only his speech but also his overall con-
duct on their voyage. They drafted a resolution to show their appreciation
to Captain Trask, wherein they praised him for his "gentlemanly and cour-
teous bearing, liberal acts, and solicitious spirit" and then presented it to
him just as the pilot stepped aboard prior to their docking in New York.®

On the previous voyage of the Manchester in 1861, the passengers had
encountered men of a different spirit gathered in New York at the time of
their arrival:

We hed our luggege dl packed and reedy for starting immediately by Steemer
for Cedtle Garden, but Bro. N. V. Jones, who was Emigration Agent, visited
us, and on account of the above place being occupied by U.S. Troops, he
deemed it wise for dl handsto to [sic] remain on board ship. Counsd weas
given to the company to that effect. On account of the dreadful, warlike atti-
tude of the North and South, these troops were collected there. They were a
very mean set, too, and Bro. Jones had informed the proprietors, that unless
the Garden was cleared of them, he should not land his people there.*?

F. W. Blake, who arrived on the ship Underwriter aweek later, reported
aless intimidating but more boisterous arrival:
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The hour arrived for the crowd of
Saints & stock of Luggage to be
removed from the ship & it be-
came my unfortunate lot to stay
on board while the large vesse
was drawn towards shore. Hand-
kerchiefs and hats were waving &
loud hurrahs were heard sound-
ing over the waters competing
with those engaged in the nation-
a cause. (they were frequently
making the ar echo with the
power of their voices).®

Elijah Larkin described the
arrival of the Amazon in the New
York harbor two years later on
July 17,1863:

A stream [sic] troop ship passed
usat 8 a.m.... Sighted Fire Island
Gustavus D. S. Trask, captain of the Man- 5t 6 p.m. A pilot came on board at

chester. Trask was well respected by the g3 the New York Papers were
Mormon immigrants who sailed with him. read on board informing us of

From Conway B. Sorne, Ships, Saints and the Riots that were going on there,

ggfgsg%ﬁlgé_ e CitySCnigesiyacibtag which caused great excitement

on board. Port Hudson was take
by Federals....
18th. ... A transport loaded with Troops for the City passed us, & we
were informed there was 4500 Troops alreaddy there to quell the Riot.
we anchord in the harbor about P.M. Our Band played the Star Spangled
Banner, & we gave several heary [cheers].®*

The Journey from Port to Post

Routes through the Eastern States. Barry Wride, another Mormon
immigrant aboard the Manchester in 1861, wrote concerning their arrival in
New York and travel to Florence, Nebraska:

We landed at New York on the 15" of June 1861. We were met by Apostle
Erastus Snow, N. V. Jones, Thomas Williams and others from Utah Con-
nected with the Emigration. We arranged for our passage from N.Y. to Flor-
ence, fare about $15.00. Our passage through the States was slow. Had a
good chance to view the Country and new scenary to us, towns and villages
very different to the Old Country; much timber, Wild and uncultivated at
that period.®®

Not only was the scenery "very different" for these British LDS immi-
grants, but aso the entire westward journey that lay ahead of them would
prove to be a new and challenging experience. Wride's company was headed
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toward the outfitting post of Florence, where they prepared for the west-
ward wagon trek. Beginning in 1861, Brigham Y oung sent wagon companies
known as Church trains out of Sdlt Lake City to meet the incoming Saints at
the appointed frontier outfitting posts and return with them to Utah.*®

However, before these converts arrived at the outfitting posts where
they would be met by immigration agents® and the captains of Church
trains, they had to cross the eastern United States by steam locomotives
and riverboats. Such ajourney often proved an arduous task, much differ-
ent from a wagon ride West with experienced wagon captains to assist
them.*® Various immigrant accounts recorded during this port-to-post
segment provide a glimpse into what appears to have been quite a danger-
ous ride, one with numerous stops and transfers.

The following accounts depict a composite sketch of the journey from
New York to Florence between 1861 and 1863. Scandinavian convert Olaus
Johnson, who gathered to Americain 1862, wrote, "Due to the Civil War at
the time, we were transferred several timesto several trains a day, sometimes
being forced to ride in cattle cars."*® Concerning histravel across the eastern
United States the same year, LDS immigrant William Probert J. recalled,
"After we left New York State, we were often stopped to see if we had any
arms on board, or any rebels. Sometimes in the night we were stopped and
had to face afield battery until morning, and then to be inspected before we
could move on. Sometimes we were piled into cattle cars."*

Tdes of riding in cattle cars during the Civil War period are common in
the immigrant accounts. William Ajax noted that "some of us [were] packed
in cattle-cars, as though we were but beasts."*" William Wood recelled the
terrible stench his company experienced as they rode in the beastly boxes:
"The dust from the hog excrament was something very unpleasant; we could
smell and taste hogs for two or three days afterwards."** Mary E. Fretwell
Davis, who journeyed to the West in 1863, remembered, "We rode three days
shut up in cattle cars with nothing but straw to sit on."** Animmigrant from
another 1863 company described her experience:

All of the passenger cars had been burned as [s0] they locked us up in cattle

cars which had straw on the floors. There were no seats. We passed a soldiers

camp and it was here we ran into a place where logs had been placed to dis-

rail the cars. | happened to be standing up when the cars struck the logs and

the jolt threw me head foremost to the other side of the car among the
women and children. Everyone was crying and screaming. A few were hurt.*

Although the cattle cars were at times dangerous, they were actually
safer than the passenger cars, which carried Union soldiers and thus be-
came the constant target of Confederate attack. However, railway passage
through the North did not carry the threat of combat that was found in
Missouri, which was a hotbed of guerrilla warfare.
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The rail route for 1861, which commenced on the New York and Erie
Railroad, took LDS immigrant companies from New York to Dunkirk
(western New York). From Dunkirk, the Saints traveled on the Lake Shore
Railroad (which ran along the south shore of Lake Erie) through Cleveland
to Toledo, where they changed cars and continued their journey on the
Michigan Southern and Northern Indiana Railroad to Chicago.”® William
Yaes, who traveled the route in 1861, recalled:

We Sated by aSpedd train for Dunkirk, 474 Miles where we chenged for

Cleveland, 142 Miles . .. and changed for Toledo, 113 miles. .. . We had quite

along talk with a Number of the inhabitence [sic] of Toledo who came out to

see us. They were very kind & treated us respectfully and asked us a great

many questions about Mormonism. We then came on to Chicago, 244 miles.

Provisions Were very cheap in this Place. But here we found quite a bitter

Spirit against Mormonism, much more then anything we had before Seen.*®

From Chicago, the Saints took the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy
(CB&Q) Railroad to Quincy, and from there they took a short twenty-mile
steamboat ride to Hannibal.*” From Hannibal, they crossed the state of
Missouri on the not-quite-finished Hannibal and &. Joseph (H&SJ) Rail-
road to S. Joseph, which was then the nationa railway system's western-
most point—a ride reported by one immigrant in 1861 to be the roughest
he ever had.”® From St. Joseph, the Saintstook a steamboat up the Missouri
River to the frontier outfitting post at Florence (1861-63) and later Wyo-
ming, Nebraska Territory (1864-66).%

Steam engine on the Hannibal and . Joseph Railroad, ca. 1868. Many immigrating
Saints crossed war-torn Missouri on this railroad.

road Museum (neg. no. 23629)
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